










































































































































For example, many people are given the chance to serve as 
members of local school boards and city and town councils. 
These are important jobs; the voters of your community place a 
great deal of trust in the people who serve on school boards and 
the city or town council. 

If you work hard at being a good citizen-if you are active in 
your political party-if you take part in civic groups-probably 
some day you will be asked to run for one of these offices. 

Perhaps some day the members of your political party may 
ask you to be a candidate for a county office, or to run for the 
state legislature. After that, well, who knows how far you might 
go? 

To become a candidate for public office, you have to comply 
with many details of the law. You have to file nomination papers; 
you have to have these papers signed by a certain number of 
voters; you have to file an affidavit as a candidate. 

If you want to become a member of the school board, the sec­
retary of the board can explain these details to you. If you want 
to run for a city or town office, the city or town clerk is the man 
to see. For a county office, talk with your county auditor. And to 
find out about the details of running for a state office, contact 
the Iowa Secretary of State's office for information. 
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Do you want to have a strong voice in your government? Then 
vote in all elections; join a political party and take part in its 
activities; join the local civic and service groups that intere t you. 

Let's put it this way: How strong a voice do you want in run­
ning your government? That's the question every citizen has to 
answer for himself; whether he knows it or not, he finds his own 
answer to that question. 

It's all a matter of bow much time and effort you want to 
spend. There are so many things you can do that help to make 
you an effective citizen; it boils down to just how much you want 
to do. How important is it to you to have a strong voice in your 
government? 
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